


This past year has been filled with what can be described as insurmountable challenges, yet I have learned that challenges don’t define us, but rather refine us. Each
of us has been forced to navigate the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic. The world has seemingly come to a halt over the past few months, but the need to reach
out and provide services to our most vulnerable is more pronounced than ever.

I am writing today to provide updates about Chair-ity, Inc., the nonprofit I established in 2014 to assist young adults who age out of foster care and begin
independent living. I took action at the age of 16 to fill a void in Ohio’s foster care system. I was in high school and college while doing this outreach. Now I am
working full-time to address the needs of this at-risk population.

To date, Chair-ity has provided furniture and household goods at no cost to 118 emancipated youth and their 64 infants/toddlers. Our efforts have been concentrated
primarily in Summit County, but we are now expanding our service delivery footprint to include Cuyahoga County. In addition, we are beginning to reach out to
youth in Ashtabula, Lake, Medina and Stark Counties.

I have worked to build partnerships with numerous area nonprofits, businesses, foundations and the private sector to support Chair-ity’s operations and outreach.
Chair-ity has maintained a modest budget since its inception, but we are now aggressively seeking philanthropic support as the organization grows from a
student-led effort to a professionally managed and expanding nonprofit organization. I would like to personally thank our many benefactors and community partners
who have provided support to sustain and expand our service delivery.

I continue to be humbled and inspired by the young adults I meet and serve. Each has a meaningful story to tell. Some have children of their own. Most of these
youth begin their independent living without the support system of parents, guardians or relatives. For those exiting foster care, the safety net is minimal or
nonexistent.

I invite you to join with me to help create a safety net for these young adults and consider giving of your time, talent and resources. What is needed? Financial
support to provide services and purchase mattresses, box springs and cribs. Furniture donations are also needed to furnish apartments for these youth.
Together, we can make a difference, create better life outcomes and encourage systemic change.

Thank you,
Maria Paparella
Executive Director




What 1s Aging Out of Foster Care?

When teenagers in foster care turn 18, the State
of Ohio, and nearly every other state, no longer
provides financial support to foster families.
Many of these families choose to emancipate
their foster youth and send them on their way to
begin their independent adult life.



What 1s Chair-i1ty?

Chair-ity is a 501(c)(3) that collects donated furniture and household
goods for redistribution to youth who age out of the foster care system.

Chair-ity works with county and Bridges social workers and other
community partners to provide services to “graduated” youth as they
begin living on their own without the support of family, friends or foster
care.

Chair-ity contacts the youth to discuss their furniture needs and delivery
logistics, and coordinates with other community nonprofits to ensure that
all housing needs are addressed. Chair-ity provides at no cost used
furniture and household goods along with new bed sets (mattresses, box
springs and bed frames).

Chair-ity also provides cribs and new beds to children of the youth who
are aging out of foster care.



More than 23,000 kids

age out of U.S. foster care every year.
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‘ Sofa/Love Recliner/ Coffee/End
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A Place 4 Me

Akron Community Foundation

Ashtabula County Children Services

Beech Brook

Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff
Brenna, Manna and Diamond LLC

Charles & Mabel Ritchie Memorial Foundation
Chez-Del Home Furnishings and Interior Design
Coleman Professional Services

Community of Hope

Cumberland Metals

Cuyahoga County Division of Children and Family
Services

Fill This House

Fostering Independence

Habitat for Humanity ReStore -- Summit County
Harmony House

Howland Memorial Foundation

Huntington Akron Foundation

Lake County Children's Services

Lauren & Lucian Moffitt Foundation
Lehner Family Foundation

Lloyd & Louise Smith Foundation
Medina County Job and Family Services
One Step ata Time

Pathway Caring for Children

RW Corwin & Company, Inc.

Signet Capital Advisors

Summit County Children’s Services
Stark County Children Services

Tuscora Park Health and Wellness Foundation
WITAN

YWCA - Greater Cleveland



Goals and Objectives for 2021

Continue to focus on Northeast Ohio counties in the
green quadrant of the map.

Increase service delivery and strengthen partnerships
in Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Lake, Medina, Summit and
Stark counties. Collectively these counties represent
64.6% of youth aging out of foster care in Northeast
Ohio.

Reach out to foundations, corporations, individuals
and government for funding in the targeted counties
with the goal of being fully funded in these service
areas.

Prepare for expansion into Geauga and Portage
Counties.

|dentify and invite at least two more individuals to join
the board.
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